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History

To perpetuate its growth and success, Bertelsmann has embraced or initiated 

change throughout its history. Founded as a family business, the seventh 

generation of the Bertelsmann / Mohn family is still involved in the company. At 

every stage in its history, Bertelsmann has successfully managed technological 

innovation, changing user habits and market upheavals. The company once 

revolutionized book sales and distribution, was formative in establishing 

commercial television in Germany, and introduced employee profit-sharing very 

early on. Over decades, Bertelsmann was shaped and developed by Reinhard 

Mohn, who took over the Gütersloh-based company after its destruction in 

World War II and turned it into a successful global media company.

history.bertelsmann.com

Reinhard and Liz Mohn
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Milestones in the Company’s History

1984 
Bertelsmann enters the 
commercial television industry.

2016 
The new Bertelsmann 
is created with eight 
divisions.

2012
New Corporate Centers 
open in Brazil and India, 

expansion in China. 

1998
Bertelsmann takes over the 

largest trade book publisher 
in the English-speaking world: 

Random House.

2013
Merger of Penguin and 
Random House to form 

the world‘s largest 
trade book publishing group.

2014
Digital transformation at 
all levels, and education as 
a new business pillar.

2015
Founding of the Bertelsmann Education Group 

and Bertelsmann Printing Group.

1945
Large parts of the publishing 

building are destroyed in an air raid. 

1969
Bertelsmann acquires a shareholding 

in the Hamburg publishing house 
Gruner + Jahr.

1835
On July 1, 
the printer Carl Bertelsmann 
founds C. Bertelsmann Verlag.

1971
Bertelsmann becomes a 

stock corporation.

1956
The founding of the Schallplattenring 

marks the beginning of Bertelsmann’s 
involvement in the music business.
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Further Information about Bertelsmann

Website
The Bertelsmann website gives a clear, comprehensive 

presentation of the media group with its structures, 

divisions, products and services. The website is also a 

point of contact for anyone interested in the latest news 

as well as facts and figures about Bertelsmann.

www.bertelsmann.com www.bertelsmann.com/AR

Experience Bertelsmann
Bertelsmann’s full range of creative products and 

services is presented in an attractive and entertaining 

way. The media group’s colorful diversity is shown on 

Facebook and Instagram.

Annual Report
The Annual Report provides a summary of the 

company’s business development. In it, Bertelsmann 

retrospectively presents highlights from the divisions 

along with its consolidated financial statements. The 

assets and financial position of each division are also 

laid out. In addition to the printed version, the report is 

also available as an interactive online version.

Create Your Own Career
As a global media, services and education company 

with well over 117,000 employees, Bertelsmann ranks 

among the top employers on both the national and 

international stage. The portal features current job 

openings as well as events and news related to working 

and pursuing a career at Bertelsmann.

www.createyourowncareer.com

Social Networks
Extensive information and news about Bertelsmann can 

be found on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, 

Xing and LinkedIn. Our Social Cloud shows the posts of 

Bertelsmann’s more than 12,000 channels in real-time.

socialcloud.bertelsmann.com 
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Visit us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, LinkedIn and XING!

Contact
Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA · Corporate Communications
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